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• River Road is a welcoming (LGBTQIA+ friendly) congregation.  
 

• West River Center is owned and operated by The Baltimore-Washington Conference 
(BWC) of the United Methodist Conference (UMC), which consists of more than 600 
churches in D.C., most of Maryland, D.C., and a portion of W. Va. 
 

• The UMC’s General Conference is a worldwide body that makes official policy.  
 

• The UMC’s Book of Discipline contains LGBTQ-discriminatory language. 
 

• In 2014, the BWC passed a resolution calling for full inclusion including replacing LGBTQ-
discriminatory language in the UMC Book of Discipline with “We affirm that God’s grace 
is available to all . . . .”  
 

• The BWC sent a petition to the General Conference in 2016 regarding removal of 
discriminatiory langage from the Book of Discipline.  
 

• In 2018, the BWC asked the General Conference that met in February 2019 to adopt a 
proposal to “allow for the full inclusion of personal of all gender identities and sexual 
orientations when it comes to matters of, but not limited to, marriage, performing 
marriages and ordination.” 
 

• In February 2019, the General Conference voted down the LBGTQ-friendly resolution by 
a narrow margin. The vast majority of U.S. participants voted in favor of the resolution. 
 

• After the General Conference’s vote, the BWC Retreat & Camping Ministry issued a 
statement reaffirming its commitment to LGBTQIA inclusion, ending with this powerful 
language: 
 

While at this time in the life of the church we feel it is important to name our 
welcome and support for LGBTQIA people and allies, we continue to work with 
passion and intentionality to offer hospitality and programs which break down 
all exclusionary practices, including those around race, gender, ability and 
economic status. 

 
 


